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not forgive herself for having been mistaken. He was poor,
ugly, sickly and absurd; even his kindness was strangely un-
bearable. And was it not also unbearable that "highly placed
people" should conceive an affection for him, invite him to
their homes and shower attentions upon him? There was
between the couple a continual exchange of petty recrimina-
tions.
Is it true, as Lubov Dostoevsky, the writer's daughter as-
serts, that his wife had confessed having betrayed him with
Vergunov, after her marriage? The story is plausible, but
unsupported by any documentary evidence. Dostoevsky
was extremely discreet about the intimate details of his life.
There is only a vague reference to his marriage in his letter
to Wrangel dated September 22, "What shall I tell you
about myself? I have taken upon me the burden of a family,
and it is dragging me down." In 1865, he also wrote, "We
were not happy together." Nor did his work give him inter-
ludes of much sought tranquillity. "I cannot work peacefully
because of the continual visits."
The epileptic fits became increasingly frequent, and Dos-
toevsky's hemorrhoids caused him severe pain. Neverthe-
less, with a courage born of exasperation he corrected the
proofs of The Village of Stepanchikovo and put into shape
his notes for The House of the Dead. He also planned to re-
vise his early works for a new edition.
"At last they will see what The Double is. When will I
revise it if not now? Why should I lose a magnificent idea,
a character that is superior to most other literary creations
because of its social importance, and one which I was the
first to discover and present to the public?" About The
House of the Dead, he wrote, "They are not completely
stupid, they realize how much curiosity such an article can